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Permissions 

 
 Permissions: To use previously published material from a book or journal, you must obtain written 

permission from the owner of the rights to the material (the original publisher and/or author).  
It is your responsibility to obtain permission to use copyrighted material. The executed 
permissions need to be sent along with the manuscript to your volume editor. 

 
Write for permission as early as possible before your manuscript deadline. Publishers may be slow 
in responding to requests for permission, and it is possible that permission will be denied, or that 
you will be asked to also obtain the author’s permission (in cases where the author controls sole 
rights, or joint rights with the publisher). In any case, it is in your own best interest to also ask the 
author of the original publication. If the author is difficult to locate, keep good records of your 
attempt.  

 
Most publishers offer submission of permission requests online or via email, which may be the 
fastest and most convenient way of receiving a reply. Some examples with relevant links are: 

 
Elsevier: http://www.elsevier.com/homepage/guestbook/?form=permis  
Nature: http://www.nature.com/help/reprints_and_permissions/permit_form.html 
Springer: http://www.springer.de/rights/contacts.html 
Science: http://www.sciencemag.org/subscriptions/permissions.dtl 
IEEE: http://www.ieee.org  
 
You may also use the 
Permission Request Form [http://proceedings.aip.org/proceedings/permission.pdf] to request 
permission to reprint text, tables or figures. You may complete this form and fax it to the publisher or 
author of the material you wish to use.   
 
When the signed permission is returned to you, please insert any necessary credit lines in your 
figure or table legends.  

You do need permission to: 
 

1. Quote verse, either in whole or in part. 
 

2. Reproduce tables, graphs, drawings, and photos, or any copyrighted features that are complete 
in themselves.  

 
NOTE: The mere redrawing of an illustration is not enough to make it original. There must be 
alterations that are themselves copyrightable. Even when intellectual additions are present, you 
must obtain permission from the copyright holder to alter the table or illustration.   

 
NOTE: Acknowledgment of the source of material does not substitute for obtained permission to 
use the material.  Always obtain permission when in doubt. 
 
NOTE: It is a courtesy and it is in your best interest to notify the original author of your intention to 
reproduce his/her material. Many publishers actually require it. 

http://www.elsevier.com/homepage/guestbook/?form=permis
http://www.nature.com/help/reprints_and_permissions/permit_form.html
http://www.springer.de/rights/contacts.html
http://sciencemag.org/subscriptions/permissions.dtl
http://www.ieee.org/portal/index.jsp?pageID=corp_level1&path=about/documentation/copyright%0b&file=reqperm.xml&xsl=generic.xsl
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You do not need permission to: 

 
1. Use material from any AIP journal or magazine and also from select publications of constituent 

societies of AIP (please see the list of publications exempt from need of permission). 
 

2. Use material in the public domain (material that is no longer or never has been protected by 
copyright, e.g. United States government reports, NASA publications, DOE publications). Note 
that a work which has passed into the public domain in the United States may still be protected 
under copyright in other countries. If so, you must obtain permission to use such material in 
order to enable AIP’s worldwide distribution of your work. 

 
3. Include material that falls within the Freedom of Information Act. This would include work done 

by a U.S. government employee and work published by the U.S. government. 
 

4. Discuss another’s ideas as long as that person’s “literary expression” of the ideas is not used; 
you must keep in mind that the organization and selection of the material and its sequence are 
part of the “literary expression.” When in doubt, obtain permission.       

 
5. Include material when the use constitutes “fair use,” such as quoting or paraphrasing 

copyrighted material for the purpose of scholarly comment, illustration, or criticism within a 
limited scope. 

 
 
 

AIP AND MEMBER SOCIETIES’ JOURNALS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE PERMISSION REQUESTS 
 

American Institute of 
Physics 

*Applied Physics Letters 
*CHAOS 
*Computers in Physics 
*The Industrial Physicist 
*JETP Letters 
*Journal of Applied Physics 
*The Journal of Chemical 
Physics 
*Journal of Experimental and       

Theoretical Physics 
*Journal of Mathematical 
Physics 
*Journal of Physical and 

Chemical Reference Data 
*Low Temperature Physics 
*Physics of Fluids 
*Physics of Particles and Nuclei 
*Physics of Plasmas 
*Physics of the Solid State 
*Physics Today 

*Review of Scientific 
      Instruments 
*Semiconductors 
*Technical Physics 
*Technical Physics Letters 
 
American Vacuum Society 

*Journal of Vacuum Science 
and Technology A 

*Journal of Vacuum Science 
and Technology B 

*Surface Science Spectra 
 

The American Physical Society 

*Physical Review A 
*Physical Review B 
*Physical Review C 
*Physical Review D 
*Physical Review E 
*Physical Review Letters 
*Reviews of Modern Physics

The Acoustical Society of 
America 

*The Journal of the Acoustical 
Society of America 

 
The Society of Rheology 

*Journal of Rheology 
 

American Association of 
Physics Teachers 

*American Journal of Physics 
*The Physics Teacher 

 
American Crystallographic 
Association 

*Transactions of the American   
Crystallographic 
Association-Proceedings 
from the Annual 
Symposium





 

 

 


